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I write to provide the :findings of the Office of the State Comptroller's (OSC's) 
examination and investigation of allegations of fraud by former Ulster County 
Commissioner of Finance Burton Gulnick. As discussed in detail below, OSC conducted 
a thorough investigation into each allegation raised and various other allegations which 
arose during the course of our examination. In sum, OSC found insufficient indicia of 
fraud by Gulnick or others. However, OSC identified several weaknesses in County 
processes and procedures which could render the County vulnerable to fraud. 

I. Introduction and Background

In February of 2023, it was reported that Burton Gulnick (Gulnick) had been
removed from his position as Treasurer of the private, not-for-profit, Hurley Recreational 
Association (Association),1 due to financial discrepancies, and that the New York State 
Police (NYSP) had opened a theft investigation. At the time of these allegations, unrelated 
to his position at the Association, Gulnick was also employed by Ulster County as the 
County Commissioner of Finance, a position he had held since 2012 when he was 
appointed by former County Executive- Michael Hein. Upon the County Executive 
becoming aware of the theft accusations and in lieu of immediately being placed on leave, 
Gulnick chose to resign from his Commissioner of Finance position with Ulster County. 
Gulnick was subsequently arrested in June 2023 for theft of over $100,000 from the 
Association, as well as theft from former County Executive Rein's campaign. On October 
10, 2023, Gulnick pleaded guilty to two counts of grand larceny. He was sentenced on 
February 16, 2024 to two consecutive one-year jail sentences and ordered to pay restitution 

1 The Association's mission "is to provide fun, safe, family activities that promote community, wellness, 
sportsmanship, trust, and respect." (https:/ /visitulstercountyny.com/plan-your-visit/things-to-do/hurley­
recreation-association/) 




























