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Overview

The Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) (Assistance Listing Number 93.667), provides flexible federal funding,
administered through the United States Department of Health and Human Services to states and territories to
support social services for low-income households. SSBG was first established in 1981 through the Omnibus
Reconciliation Act as a cost-saving tool which consolidated smaller federal and state funding streams into a
single block grant. Each state may determine which population and services to support. New York State has an
income eligibility of 200 percent of the federal poverty level. Federal law established five broad goals which aim
to reduce dependency; promote self-sufficiency; preventabuse, neglect or exploitation of children and adults;
reduce unnecessary institutional care, and support institutional care, when appropriate.

City Funding

The January Preliminary Plan includes $246 million for SSBG for FY 2025, with the Administration for
Children’s Services (ACS) receiving 71.3 percent, the Department of Social Services (DSS) 19.6 percent and
the Department for the Aging (DFTA) 9 percent (see Figure 1).
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